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Candle Power or a Lament for one who can’t even light the Chalice
let alone keep it lit
Barbara Russell
We have bought a lovely Chalice
But alas I cannot light it.
A dozen blackened match ends prove
That no-one can ignite it.
We had to save to get it
Because the price was high…
Several coffee mornings and
Many a Bring and Buy!
Sunlight gleams on the precious stones
And glistens on the gold.
Oh, What a splendid Chalice,
How beautiful. How cold!
To get the flame we all desire,
The light that we can share,
We use a tall plain candle
Costing ten pence anywhere.
Quick, strike the match and touch the wick
And watch the flame appear
A golden cone of living
Shaped like two hands at prayer.
As the Chalice is the Church
It’s not just bricks and mortar,
She too relies on candles power
To light her and support her.
We are those candles, tall or short
Ornate or plain, no matter,
Our values in the warmth we bring,
The joyfulness we scatter.
Lord, be the match that fire our souls
And sets our hearts aglow.
May your heaven shine through our work,
And light your world below.
The candle dwindles as it burns.
We will do the same.
Lord, grant another candle may
Be kindles from our Flame.

Worship services at Hale Chapel and Dean Row Chapel
Services will be conducted by the Minister unless otherwise
indicated
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11.15am
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LETTER FROM THE MINISTER
The excitement is palpable. After almost three years of not
having enjoyed a foreign holiday, I have two planned back to
back! I will officially be on holiday for the entire month of June,
and in that time will visit with family and friends in my home state
of Massachusetts, USA, and will then spend one week with the
Schröder-Fink family in Berlin, Germany. They are no strangers
to the Dean Row Chapel congregation, as a contingent joined me
for a visit to the Unitarian Church in Berlin in October 2018 to
take part in the 70th anniversary celebrations of that church.
Members of the Schröder-Fink family have visited us here on
many occasions, and we hope soon to welcome Gisela back this
year.
One of the first ports of call will be Sunday worship at the King’s
Chapel in Boston, Massachusetts. It is both the oldest Anglican
and Unitarian place of worship in North America.
The
congregation adopted a version of our own Theophilus Lindsey’s
Unitarian reworking of the Book of Common Prayer in 1774, and
ordered its worship along similar lines to what was offered at
Essex Street Chapel, off the Strand in London. Several revisions
and efforts to update that original version of the Prayerbook have
been made over the centuries, but the regular Sunday worship
continues to follow the same pattern of liturgy as was known by
its first members. The chapel proclaims on its noticeboard that it
is, ‘Anglican in liturgy, Unitarian in theology and Congregational
in polity’. This means that whilst it is in membership of our sister
denomination, the Unitarian Universalist Association of America,
it is autonomous in its governance, much as we at Hale and
Dean Row Chapels are within the General Assembly of Unitarian
and Free Christian Churches of Great Britain. It will be a true joy
to take part in the Sunday service and to convey the good wishes
of our two congregations.
Another church to be visited in the course of my travels will be
the Unitarian Memorial Church of Fairhaven, Massachusetts,

where several members of my family are in membership and hold
various offices within the life of the congregation. The church
building was opened in 1904 and was designed in the 15thcentury Gothic perpendicular style. The church, parish house
and former parsonage of the church are placed so as to form
three sides of a quandrangle, and are set amongst well-kept
lawns and shrubbery. Locally quarried granite with limestone
decorative carvings dominate the exterior, while marble and
limestone carvings complete the interior. All of the stonework
was created by forty-five Italian craftsmen who had been brought
to Fairhaven by a wealthy benefactor. It is a striking difference
from our two older chapels.
My time in Berlin will end with the Annual General Meeting of the
Unitarian Church of that city. I have been asked to facilitate a
discussion on the future of the congregation, and to lead an act
of worship. It will be wonderful to re-connect with old friends and
to become acquainted with new church members.
The
connection between our congregations will enable us to compare
and contrast our chapel lives, and give thought to our own
futures.
In my absence, emergency pastoral coverage will be provided by
The Rev. Danny Crosby of the Altrincham and Urmston
congregations, the Rev. Laura Dobson of the Chorlton and
Macclesfield congregations, and Mrs. Chrissie Wilkie of Dean
Row Chapel.
Jeff
Rev Danny Crosby 07908 894049
Rev Laura Dobson 01625 669233
Mrs Chrissie Wilkie 0161 439 8262 Mobile 07789047965

HALE CHAPEL
HALE CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – MAY 2022
As I pen this latest newsletter in the last week of May the famous
phrase “The Darling Buds of May” – comes into my mind. I
believe it comes from Shakespeare’s famous Sonnet 18 which
includes the immortal line “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s
day?” The month of May means to me that winter is finally over,
Spring is in full bloom, and Summer is indeed just round the
corner. Will it be a lovely hot summer? – who knows. Probably
not is the answer but we all love to dream of a long hot summer
just like those hot mythical warm summers of our distant
childhoods.
So May is I think a time of anticipation and looking forward as we
emerge from our winter hibernation. Last Sunday it was clear and
warm and we were able to leave the front door of the Chapel
open during the service. Jeff’s sermon referred to bird song and
as he spoke we could hear through that open door the twittering
of many birds in the nearby bushes and trees.
This year we are (hopefully!) pretty well back to normal after the
pandemic. I would very much like to gather up all the many hated
masks lying in and about our house and in our cars and have a
ceremonial bonfire. But that would probably be tempting fate…..
On the subject of the sun, I have to confess that I’ve just come
back from two full sunny weeks in Menorca. It was really perfect
weather – mid twenties (warm and comfortable) in the day, not a
cloud in the sky, and pleasantly cool in the evening. I’m not a
great sun worshipper but there is undoubtedly something about
sunny weather which lightens the soul and makes you feel
happy. And I didn’t have to wear any of my carefully packed
woolly jumpers, and I was even able to have a lot of swims in the
sea which was unseasonably warm for the time of year. I’ve
returned home to cut our rather long and straggly lawns and
check the dogs are ok – which they are – my daughter and
partner move into our house to look after them, a very happy

arrangement. And then I’m back in Menorca again in two weeks’
time for more sun and sea!
By the time you are reading this, the Queen’s jubilee celebrations
will be over and I am sure they will go well. How very lucky we as
a nation have been to have such a wonderful woman as our
Queen. The National Anthem includes the line “long to reign over
us” and she certainly has. I have only seen her once but of
course it is a memory that endures. My family lived in Leeds in
the late 1950’s and the Queen and Prince Philip made a royal
visit there. It was a huge local occasion, and my parents took me
into Leeds centre to see the royal limousine go past. Well over
sixty years have passed since then but I still have a vivid memory
of the car going past with the Queen looking radiant in the open
top back and smiling and waving at the onlookers. I am sure that
many of you will have similar memories.
Incidentally, my late father’s birthday was the 6th of February.
There were often flags out on that day and when I was young
(and rather gullible) my father used to tell me the flags were flying
to celebrate his birthday. Only later did he tell me that 6 th
February was the date in 1952 when King George VI died and
the then Princess Elizabeth became Queen Elizabeth II. So the
flags weren’t for him at all!
I did at one time used to collect stamps – not as a young boy but
some years ago. My specialism was those lovely iconic
Commonwealth stamps of the 1950’s with their miniature
portraits of the young Queen in every corner. I sometimes get the
albums out to look at the neatly laid sets of stamps. The names
of the countries are redolent of the past – Gold Coast, Northern
Rhodesia, Tanganyika etc. And so many scenes within those
stamps are of visits by the Queen to those territories and
countries. She has truly devoted her life to Britain and the
Commonwealth. Let’s hope she continues to reign over us for
many more years to come.
I wish you all a happy and relaxing summer
Alastair
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Hale Chapel Social Events from Helen Wilson

Hale Chapel
Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea
To be held in a tea tent in the chapel grounds
Saturday June 11th 2022 2pm - 6pm
Tea served at 3pm
£20 per head
Menu
Assorted Sandwiches, Tea/coffee
Scones with jam and cream
Assorted cakes
Bring a bottle of your favourite drink
Payment to be received by Sunday 5th June
2022
(no exceptions, no refunds)
Wearing of Tiara, pearls or Crown optional
Please sign up on the sheet available in both
Hale and Dean Row Chapels

Hale Chapel Social Events
Monthly Coffee Mornings
Our Coffee Mornings will be held in the vestry 10.30- 12
noon. Everyone is welcome. Bring something sweet or
savoury to share.
Wednesday 1st June 2022
Wednesday 6th July
Wednesday 3rd August
Hale Chapel Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea- £20
To be held on Saturday 11th June 2022 2pm – 6pm in a
tea tent in the chapel grounds.
Tea will be served at 3pm. Bring a bottle of your
favourite tipple
Menu- Assorted sandwiches, fruit scones with jam and
cream, assorted cakes. Tea/Coffee. All served on a
tiered cake stand.
We welcome you to celebrate this unique occasion with
us in the Hale Chapel garden. Tiaras, Crowns and
pearls optional.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

DEAN ROW
Dean Row Chairman’s Newsletter
Dear Friends,
Yet another three months have flown by. I always look forward to
getting the Newsletter ready, but always find that I am on the last
minute. Especially so this year as I have been away for the last
two weeks before I need to get it to the printer. The extended
Newsletter which will be on the website very soon can wait
another day or two. Strangely that part of the job always seems
to be easier because people are very kind and send interesting
things in to me. Bear in mind, I can always fit more in the
website version! If it interests you, it will probably interest other
people.
Nickie Aspeotis and I went to the Unitarian and Free Christian
General Assembly this year. It was Nickie’s first visit and I think
she was shocked and amazed at how much there was to do –
and in such a short time.
The Motions were as follows Motion

How we voted

Result of voting
at the GA

Motion 1 – Supporting the NHS against
privatisation.

FOR

PASSED

Motion 2 – Transgender rights

FOR

PASSED

Motion 3 – National Unitarian Branding –
the new website etc.

AGAINST

PASSED

Motion 4 – Civil involvement in international
decision-making (‘We The Peoples’)

FOR

PASSED

The National Unitarian Branding website will be discussed again at the next Annual
Meeting.

There are always too many breakout meetings to have in such a
short time – this year about 24 – and of course even Nicki and I
could not be in two or three places at once. However, it is a
worthwhile event at which to represent the Chapel and I
recommend it. Speak up if you would like to go next year.
I hope that all of you who had the tomatoes are doing well with
them. Our ones in the greenhouse are about 3ft tall and have
started flowering and the outside ones are thinking about it.
Don’t forget to pinch out the side growths! What a change there
has been in the last two weeks in the garden while we were
away. We went on holiday in Spring and have come back with
the garden looking as if it is Mid-summer.
For those of you who don’t already know, and who doesn’t, Derek
and I are now the proud parents of two Cat’s Protection League
kitties. I am finding that people run and hide when I come near
them, otherwise they are treated to the last 100 ‘photos of them.
However, Nellie and daughter Florrie are of course the most
beautiful cats ever. They are both hardly out of teenage, so very
mischievous, but lovely with it. WARNING, if you see me
approach run and hide or you WILL see pictures of them. They
are sitting on my office desk just now, fast asleep and listening
with one ear to Calming Music For Cats on Alexa.
I think we fall into two camps, those of us who are excited and
looking forward to the celebrations for Her Majesty’s Platinum
Anniversary and those who are anti-monarchist. For me, it will
be a time of celebration and pride in the esteem which Her
Majesty is held in throughout the world. Peter and Anne and I will
be celebrating with you on the 5th June in our Service to give
praise for her long reign.
Love to you all
Chrissie
*********************************************************************************

Warden’s Comments Ian Booth
We have arrived at a busy time in the gardening year and we are
working hard to keep the graveyard and gardens looking their best.
The main item to report is the work which has started on the Chapel
roof. You may have noticed the scaffolding which hopefully won’t be
around for too long. It is very necessary to ensure that the roof is safe
and secure.
On a personal note Beryl and I would like to thank everyone for their
cards, love and support on the passing of our daughter Paula.
God bless you all.
Ian
*********************************************************************************

Women’s League – Anne Gemmell
Although I wasn’t able to join the League outing I was able to enjoy the
takeaway afternoon tea which was delivered to my door! By the time I
had left hospital at eight o’clock in the evening I was certainly ready for
it, not having been offered anything to eat since 12.30 in the afternoon!
However, those who did manage to get to The Clink reported that they
had had a great time there and were very impressed with the set-up.
Our next event will be on the afternoon of Thursday afternoon the 8th
September at 2.30 when we will be welcoming friends from Stalybridge
Unitarian Chapel for a visit around our chapel and afternoon tea. I do
hope as many of you can attend this meeting as it will be good to catch
up with our friends from Stalybridge.
Our last meeting was our AGM on Thursday the 31st March attended by
14 people. A good turnout considering a lot of our members have not
been attending chapel of recent times. We also managed to gain two
new members, Joyce Walker and Teresa Skinner. We have also
opened our doors to any men who would like to join us, although we
will still be called The Women’s League!

Chapel Opening, Sidesman Rota, Coffee Rota March, April, May
JUNE 5

Mr I Booth

JUNE 12

Mr P Weigh

JUNE19

Mrs C Wilkie

JUNE 26

Mr P Weigh

JULY 3

Mr K Dennell

JULY 10

Mr I Booth

JULY 17

Mrs C Wilkie

JULY 24

Mr P Shaw

JULY 31

Mr I Booth

AUGUST 7

Mr P Shaw

AUGUST 14

Mr P Weigh

AUGUST 21

Mrs C Wilkie

AUGUST 28

Mr P Shaw

SEPTEMBER 4

Mr I Booth

Mr J Wenham
Mrs H Shaw
Mr P Weigh
Mrs M Weigh
Mrs C Wilkie
Mrs J Davies
Mr K Upham
Mrs A Smith
Mr A Earp
Mrs E Earp
Mrs A Gemmell
Mrs D Salthouse
Mrs C Best
Mrs E Godfrey
Mrs A Slade
Mrs J Davies
Mr I Booth
Mrs B Booth
Mrs B Robinson
Mrs S McFadyen
Mr P Weigh
Mrs M Weigh
Mrs C Wilkie
Mrs J Davies
Mr K Upham
Mrs A Smith
Mr A Earp
Mrs E Earp

Mrs E Godfrey
Mrs E Earp
Mr I Booth
Mrs B Booth
Mrs A Gemmell
Mrs D Salthouse
Mr P Weigh
Mrs M Weigh
Mr K Dennell
Mrs S Dennell
CHAPEL LUNCH
Mrs C Wilkie
Mrs J Davies
Mrs E Godfrey
Mrs E Earp
Mr P Astley
Mrs J Astley
Mrs B Berry
Mrs J Boys
Mrs B Robinson
Mrs S McFadyen
Mr J Wenham
Mrs B Wenham
Mr K Johnson
Mrs C Wilkie
Mr I Booth
Mrs B Booth

Dean Row Events June, July, August 2022
Exercise classes Monday mornings in the Chapel Hall
Stroke Club Wednesday Mornings in the Chapel Hall.

Sunday 10th July The Chapel Lunch. Places will be
limited, so if you would like to attend please speak
to Dorothy Salthouse.

The Women’s League Outing
The Women’s League had a lovely afternoon out on the
4th May 2022. We went to the Clink Restaurant at Styal
Prison for Afternoon Tea. I think that many of the
Leaguers who came along were surprised at the
wonderful food we had.
We were treated to a short talk by the General Manager
of The Clink, which is in the original Chapel and provides
a large space for the restaurant. She explained to us
that the aim of the Clink charity is to train prisoners in all
aspects of restaurant work; chef, front of house and
management, and trainees work to City and Guilds
standards.
I think that all of us were impressed by the whole
experience and of course would happily return for
Afternoon Tea, Lunch or Sunday Lunch. Apart from the
food, the care and attention to detail in presentation and
service, a good afternoon was had by all.

Dean Row Chapel Officers:
Chairman
Chrissie Wilkie Tel. 0161 439 8262;
Email chrissie@wilkies.me.uk)
Treasurer:
Peter Shaw
Tel. 01625 584881
Email pgshaw@aol.com
Secretary
Anne Gemmell Tel. 0161 637 5347
annegemmell@yahoo.co.uk
Warden: Ian Booth 01625262819
Women’s League Secretary:
Anne Gemmell Tel. 0161 637 5347
Flower Secretary:

Bridget Wenham Tel 01625 820772
Honorary Life President
Tony Cupper
Minister Emeritus
Rev Penny Johnson
Items for Newsletter to Chrissie Wilkie

Hale Chapel Officers and
Executive Committee
Chair
Alastair Brown Tel: 01925 262332
Email: alastair6451@aol.com
Secretary
Helen Wilson Tel: 0161 962 9661
Email: helenwilson249@gmail.com
Treasurer
Neil Waller Tel: 0161 945 4568
Email: wallerfamily01@gmail.com
Jo Turner Tel: 0161 928 0406
Email: theturnermob@gmail.com
Liz Wilson Tel: 0161 980 4629
Email: stuliz22@talktalk.net
Barbara Waller Tel: 0161 945 4568
Email: wallerfamily01@gmail.com
Patricia Head Tel: 07708 281509
Email: patriciahead200@gmail.com
Averil Hart Tel: 0161 980 2811
Email: dumboah@btinternet.com
Chapel Hall –
335 Hale Road, Hale Barns WA15 8SS
Bookings Co-Ordinator
Sharon Kupusarevic Tel: 07801 140809
Email: halechapelhall@btinternet.com

<<<<< STORIES AND JOLLY JAPES >>>>>
TAKEN FROM A PIECE BY DAWN BUCKLE FOR THE WORSHIP SERVICE
TO CELEBRATE AND REFLECT ON THE IMPORTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL
CONGREGATIONS BEING CONNECTED THROUGH THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF UNITARIAN AND FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES. (Written
for use on a GA Sunday – don’t remember which year, but quite recent).
What does belonging mean in our Unitarian community? It's much easier to
belong to a small group of people who meet regularly - our chapel, our theatre
group, our art class and so on, than to a larger group, especially if that group
is nation-wide. In belonging, we both give and take from the various groups
that we are members of and we hold something in common with all the other
members. In the case of our chapel communities what we hold in common,
and what we try to pass on to our children or to newcomers, are the values
and principles of Unitarianism, our history, our love of the place and its
buildings, and of course, the care for and friendship of those who worship
beside us. As the Rev Linda Hart said, in The Inquirer, 'we take part in an
institution. This church is not only a religious community. It is an institution
which provides a place for some of what we find important in our lives to be
guarded and nurtured and carried forward into the future.' It's comparatively
easy to be recognised by and make a commitment to our local Unitarian
community but that is not the same as having the impetus to make a
commitment to the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches. As one of the members of my congregation at Dukinfield, who sadly
is no longer with us, used to say, We have members of Old Chapel and we
have Unitarians and they aren't necessarily the same thing.'
I was rather shocked to find, that despite the fact that several members of our
congregation work for the national movement, in all sorts of ways, things have
not improved greatly, even now. Many members still tend to see the GA as
something nebulous and remote. Something that goes on in London, at Essex
Hall, in a 'different world'. What does it mean?'they say. 'What does it do? Why
do we have to pay the quota? What quota? I didn't know that some of the
money I give to chapel goes to the GA? What has it ever done for us?' These
are elements of a recent dialogue. So, I made a list to give out with the
Community Appeal envelopes, and to inform members generally of some of
the things the GA provides. Here's the list.
•
•

funding the training of ministers
training lay worship leaders and preachers

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

providing a service to calculate ministers' stipends and making
grants to help pay them
organising a national Unitarian website and keeping it up to date
helping all congregations and districts to have colourful and
attractive websites
employing, albeit part-time, a Youth Officer and a Director of
Ministry and full time, a Chief Officer and other staff at Essex Hall
subsidising youth weekends, enabling young Unitarians from
across the country to meet together, usually at The Nightingale
Centre.
acting as Trustees of the Nightingale Centre
providing Unitarian representatives on national, governmental,
church and social responsibility bodies - so that our distinctive
voice is heard
supporting congregations through congregational change, such as
when a minister leaves
assisting congregations and ministers throughout their partnership
training for people leading religious education for all ages
responding helpfully to general inquiries from congregations
running a Unitarian book service and publishing new books
organising the GA annual meetings
providing information in the form of leaflets and posters for
congregations to display and distribute
ensuring that congregational officers and trustees have up to date
information on their responsibilities in running a charity
Providing worship material, including hymn books
Responding to inquiries from the general public

And I'm sure that isn't definitive, (please feel free to make your own
list, and add detail that you are aware of)
But belonging to the larger Unitarian community is more than that. The GA is
the national face of the religion we have chosen to live by. Some of us attend
our local congregations to express our commitment; some of us belong to
Unitarian societies to show our commitment. Together, we are the living
example of a truly liberal religion, rooted in Christianity and built on the three
elements of Freedom, Reason and Tolerance. To quote Linda Hart, again, 'Our
religion is too big to be contained in a single scripture and we find that wisdom
grows from many sources.' We positively encourage our members to find their
own spiritual pathway in loving companionship with like-minded others.
Because generally our groups are small and disparate we need, all the more,
a national identity. We need to know about and be in touch with other groups.

Which, of course, is just how most of our district associations began and
indeed, how, in 1928 the two larger separate Unitarian groups - the National
Conference and the British and Foreign Unitarian Association put aside their
differences and formed the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches. All congregations, at that time, with the exception of Old Meeting,
Birmingham, whose minister was a leading member of the Free Catholic
Movement, joined the new association. I think we would miss it more than we
think if the GA no longer existed.
Once we make a commitment to the liberal faith, it is a commitment to stay, to
truly belong, a moral commitment to diversity and a religious commitment to
live within the tension inherent in a liberal faith. As the hymn 'Let Love
Continue Long' says,
If we in love unite
Debate can cause no strife
For with this love in sight
Disputes enrich our life
For with this bond of human love
Disputes can mean a richer life.
If only we could remember this when, inevitably, mistakes are made, people
don't live up to our expectations, we say things in an unthinking way which
appear deliberately hurtful to others, and so on. We should revel in our
differences and diversity within our GA and rejoice in the way in which, at our
best, we work successfully with them, rather than focussing on how and where
they don't work so well.
Belonging means giving and taking. Giving of our time, our talents and skills
and our money. Both our small communities, our chapels and churches and
the wider Unitarian community need all those things from us. Our time, our
talents and skills and our money. We give for all kinds of reasons but above all
we give because we belong and think it is important, in the words of the GA
object: 'To promote a free and inquiring religion through the worship of God
and the celebration of life; the service of humanity and respect for all creation;
and the upholding of the Liberal Christian tradition.
Long may people continue to belong to our Unitarian communities both large
and small.
Dawn Buckle

As a tribute to Mike Heale who sadly died in April of this
year, I am including in this edition of the Newsletter the end
of his adventure to Mellisi.
Mike was a longstanding member of Dean Row Chapel with
his parents. He was our Bell Ringer extraordinaire. For
many years he had struggled with his physical and mental
health problems. But this did not stop him from his
unflagging work with the East Cheshire Mental Health
Forum. He will be greatly missed by them and all of us at
Dean Row.

Oldham To Mellisi and Back Part two
We spent the days travelling through Yugoslavia. In Skopje
kids were asking us for cigarettes. On our way into Belgrade
the exhaust pipe broke. We temporarily solved the problem
by tying it on with string! On arrival in Belgrade, we found a
garage that potentially could do the repair. The workers there
soon welded on an old Land Rover exhaust in place of the old
one. They refused any money for the work, but gratefully
accepted some oranges and chocolate. So much for the
solidarity of Communism!
Charlie and David gave me a nickname for leader of the trip
CAPTAIN CHAOS. How ironic my driving skills were tested
when I carefully navigated some sliding rocks over onto our
road. Fortunately, we did not have a puncture at any time and
three 18 year olds succeeded in careful driving on our trip.
We also had a song for our trip “ALL WE ARE SAYING IS
GIVE GREECE A CHANCE” (After John Lennon)
We eventually reached Northern Greece. There was a
motorway from Thesalonica which was payable for transit by
ticket. Unfortunately we lost our ticket. We stopped at a
passpoint on the road, but where were our tickets? In a show

of sincerity, Charles fell on his knees and crossed himself.
This soon persuaded the guards with machine guns to let us
pass.
On the road were three large signs – “Greeks, Christians and
Patriots” – propaganda put on show by the Colonels (who at
that time ruled Greece).
Finally we arrived at Athens, staying with Dimitri’s family
there, namely his sister. We had arranged to meet him at
12.00 noon in Omonia Square in Athens itself. We did just
that. After a couple of days stay, we travelled to the
Peloponnese to Melissi, over the Corinth Canal and down on
the coast. At Melissi we were ably fed by Dimitri’s mother,
who gave us melons and large rice dishes.
One of the highlights of our stay in Melissi, was having a
football match with the locals – in other words, a match
between the current World Cup holders and Greece. I cannot
remember who won the match – but I assume it was England!
We also collected grapes. As we passed kids selling grapes
on the side of the road, we replied by placing our hands out of
the car window and grabbing a bunch as we passed – and
not paying.
Before our trip back, we had to have the car serviced in
Athens. Athens was notable for the crazy driving of its Greek
drivers with plenty of honking of horns.
The journey back was the way we came, taking up to a week.
But what a journey!! This was the experience of a lifetime.
We had seen six countries, travelled across Europe, survived
rockfalls, Greek and German drivers and met the locals.
Mike Heale
February 2022

Our Chalice Symbol
The Chalice is the symbol of our faith. Its flame represents
the spirit of love, truth and liberty.
It was designed by a Czech, Hans Deutsch, who was inspired
by the Czech religious reformer Jan Hus. In 1415, Hus was
burned at the stake for the ‘heresy’ of offering the communion
chalice to ‘ordinary’ lay people as well as clergymen.
Whenever a Unitarian service is held, we light a chalice. It
symbolises the fact that our community is open to all, without
condition or reservation. It also commemorates all those who
have given their lives in defence of free thought, free speech
and free faith.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This is why I have been against the ‘new’ chalice symbol. Not only
does it eschew the symbol of our faith, but removes the symbol of
Christianity which is embodied within the Flaming Chalice.
I am aware of, and like most of our Unitarian congregations truly
welcome, people of different faiths and the traditions of different
faiths celebrated within our worship. However, I believe that we
should not forget our Christian heritage which is symbolised by our
Chalice.
The General Assembly have a duty to support and hopefully
increase the membership of our Unitarian Movement. We need
more people particularly in the younger sector (I always think of this
as the under 60s) and the new style of the Unitarian website has
been designed to encourage this. I wonder if it will.
I would love to hear your opinions of the new Unitarian website and
depiction of our chalice. Perhaps we should have a get together to
discuss this. It is hoped that it will be reviewed at the next General
Assembly.
Submitted by Chrissie Wilkie

<<<<< PRAYER AND POETRY CORNER >>>>>
For Paula
Healing is both an exercise and an understanding
and yet not of the will nor of the intention.
It is a wisdom and a deeper knowledge of the daily swing
of life and death in all creation.
There is defeat to overcome
and acceptance of living to be established
and always there must be hope.
Not hope of healing
but the hope which informs the coming moment
and gives it reason.
The hope which is each man's breath,
the certainty of love and of loving.
Death may live in the living and healing rise in the dying
for whom the natural end is part of the gathering
and of the harvest to be expected.
To know healing is to know that all life is one
and there is no beginning
and no end
and the intention is loving.
By Margaret Torrie

The Man Who Is Cheerful Poet Unknown
Thank God for the man who is cheerful
In spite of life's troubles, I say;
Who sings of a bright tomorrow,
Because of the clouds of today.
His life is a beautiful sermon,
And this is the lesson to me –
Meet trials with smiles and they vanish;
Face cares with a song and they flee.

Forget- Me -Not. By Emily Bruce Roelofson. (Born 1832).
When to the flowers
so beautiful the Father gave a name.
Back came a little blue eyed one.
(all timidly it came)
And standing at its Fathers feet
and gazing in his face,
It said in low and trembling tone
and with a modest grace,
Dear God , the name Thou gavest me,
Alas I have forgot,
Kindly the Father looked him down
and said Forget -me-not
Submitted by Liz Wilson

The Right Road Poet: Ella Wheeler Wilcox
I have lost the road to happiness,
Does any one know it, pray?
I was dwelling there when the morn was fair,
But somehow I wandered away.
I saw rare treasures in scenes of pleasures,
I ran to pursue them, when lo!
I had lost the path to happiness,
And knew not whither to go.
I have lost the way to happiness,
O, who will lead me back?
Turn off from the highway of selfishness
To the right, up duty's track.
Keep straight along, and you can't go wrong;
For as sure as you live, I say,
The fair lost fields of happiness
Can only be found that way.

<<<<<<Cartoon Corner>>>>>>

<<<<< RECIPES >>>>>

Recipes served at the Coronation Lunch

Tomato and Tarragon Soup with Croutes
SERVES 6

PREP TIME: 10 mins COOK TIME: 25-30 mins

Ingredients
2 tbsp olive oil, plus extra to serve (optional)
2 large onions, sliced
2 garlic cloves, crushed
2 x 400g tins of chopped tomatoes (see note)
4 tomatoes, chopped
2 tbsp tomato purée
500ml (18fl oz) vegetable or chicken stock
1 tbsp caster sugar
1 tbsp chopped tarragon leaves
3 tbsp double cream
FOR THE CROUTES
2 slices of sourdough or other good-quality bread
1 tbsp olive oil
100g (4oz) mozzarella, coarsely grated
1. Heat the 2 tablespoons of olive oil in a large saucepan over a
medium heat, add the onions and fry for about 10 minutes,
stirring occasionally, until just softened and lightly golden brown.
Add the garlic and fry for another 15 seconds. Add the tinned and
fresh tomatoes, the tomato purée, stock and sugar, and bring to
the boil. Reduce the heat, cover with a lid and simmer for about
15 minutes.
2. Add the tarragon and cream, then season well with salt and
pepper and blend until smooth using a hand blender.
3. Meanwhile, preheat the grill to medium.
4. Toast the slices of bread on one side under the grill. Turn

them over, brush the untoasted sides with the olive oil and cover
with the mozzarella. Place back under the grill to cook for about 5
minutes or until the cheese has melted. Use a small pastry cutter
to stamp out rounds to make 12–18 croûtes (see note).
5. Spoon the soup into bowls and top each one with croûtes plus
a drizzle of olive oil, if you like, before serving.
COOK’S NOTES
Use good-quality tinned tomatoes, as they will greatly enhance
the colour of the soup.
Stamping out rounds is a quick way of making croûtes but you
could use slices of thin baguette.
If you don’t have time to make croûtes, just top the soup with
some grated mozzarella.
PREPARE AHEAD
The soup can be made up to a day ahead and reheated. The
croûtes can be prepared (up until topping with cheese) up to 4
hours ahead and then cooked under the grill to serve.
FREEZE
The soup freezes well without the croûtes.

The Original Coronation Chicken
Make a British royal dish in just 10 minutes! Classic
Coronation Chicken is super easy to prepare and great for
sandwiches, salads and jacket potatoes!
The recipe for traditional Coronation chicken salad couldn’t
be easier, requiring just 10 minutes to make and a few
simple ingredients.

The original Coronation chicken was invented by writer
Constance Spry and the founder of the famous Le Cordon
Bleu cookery school Rosemary Hume, while preparing the
food for the banquet of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in
1953.
The original dish is basically cooked chicken meat with a
simple curried mayonnaise dressing, and it's quite funny that
such a simple recipe made its way into Buckingham Palace.
You might find it surprising, but the original recipe calls for
curry powder, because fresh curry spices were almost
impossible to find in post-war Britain.
Nowadays you can easily find this classic British
salad everywhere in UK, from supermarkets, deli shops to
sandwich bars.
Unfortunately, over the years this recipe has lost a bit of its
charm, with so many ingredients and variations added, it looks
now a really vague reinterpretation of the royal dish.
Most versions out there include ingredients that have nothing
to do with the original version, such as sultanas.
The original recipe doesn’t contain a single sultana, only

dried apricots (that can be chopped or pureed), and the
dressing includes a balanced mix of mayonnaise and whipped
cream.
Ingredients
The recipe I'm sharing today follows very precisely the
traditional recipe, and it couldn't be easier to make.
All you need is just a few simple ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

cooked chicken
dried apricots
mayonnaise
crème fraîche
olive oil
curry powder
white onion (or shallot)
red wine
bay leaf
lemon juice
a pinch of sugar
salt & pepper

The only minor change I made to the original recipe it's
swapping the whipped cream with light crème fraîche for a
lighter result. But you can totally follow the traditional route if
you want, and use fresh unsweetened whipped cream. And if
you want to lighten things up a little bit more, swap the cream
with Greek yogurt.
Instructions
The dressing/sauce comes together in as little as 7-8 minutes
with few easy-to-follow steps:
•

Heat the extra-virgin olive oil in a large frying pan
over medium-low heat.

•
•
•

•

Add in the onion, bay leaf and curry powder and
gently cook for 2 minutes.
Add in the tomato paste, red wine and water and
bring to a gentle boil.
Pour in the lemon juice and a pinch of sugar, then
season with salt and freshly cracked black pepper
to taste.
Simmer for 2 minutes, until the sauce is slightly
reduced, then remove from the heat. Strain the
sauce through a fine sieve and allow it to cool.

Once the sauce is ready, you can fold in the remaining
ingredients.
• In a large bowl mix together the prepared sauce
with the mayonnaise, chopped apricots and crème
fraîche.
• Add in the chicken breast chunks, optional almond
flakes, and mix gently all the ingredients together.
That's it!

Strawberry Galettes Serves 8
INGREDIENTS
Dough
300g white flour
1 tbsp sugar
¾ tsp salt
100g butter, cut into pieces, cold
1dl water
Galette
500g strawberries, sliced
100g vanilla sugar
1 tbsp sugar
1egg white, beaten
1 tbsp sugar
200ml double cream

METHOD
Dough
Mix the flour, sugar and salt in a bowl. Add the butter and rub
together using your hands to form an even, crumbly mixture. Add
the water, mix quickly to create a soft dough (do not knead),
cover and refrigerate for approx. 30 mins. Roll out the dough on a
sheet of baking paper (approx. 30 cm in diameter), place on a
baking tray.
Galette
Mix the strawberries with the vanilla sugar and sugar, spread on
top of the dough leaving a border of approx. 4 cm. all around.
Fold the dough inwards around the edge, brush with egg white
and sprinkle with sugar.
To bake
Approx. 45 mins. in the lower half of an oven preheated to
180°C. Remove the galette, leave to cool, serve with double
cream.

********************************************************

The next Newsletter will be
September, October, November 2022.
The closing date for submissions will be
20th August 2022.
Send your ‘bits and pieces’ to Chrissie to be
included in the next issue.

The Dean Row Chapel roof under repair. Hopefully the
repairs will be completed soon so that Jeff will have the lovely
display of Boston Ivy in the Autumn.

The Dean Row Choir singing joyful Alleluias.

Photographs supplied by Keith Dunnell

